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Why a Latino HIV Testing Month?
HIV has had a devastating and disproportionate impact on the Latino communities. It is estimated that some 200,000 Latinos are currently living with HIV/AIDS in the United States
. Sadly, over 40% of those infected continue to learn of their HIV status later in the disease developing AIDS within the first year of diagnosis, missing critical opportunities to receive early access to an array of life enhancing health and social support services. Stigma, insufficient access to care and general lack of HIV knowledge are major contributing factors to the spread of the epidemic in our communities. 
In January 2008, the Latino community witnessed a historic coming together of Latino leaders at the National Latino/Hispanic AIDS Leadership Summit. These leaders have helped develop and launch a Latino Hispanic AIDS Action Agenda, with the ultimate goal of reversing HIV/AIDS disparities; increasing attention paid to Latino HIV/AIDS prevention and health issues; and responding to the HIV/AIDS crisis in the Latino community on a national level. National Latino AIDS Awareness Day has served as a national organizing initiative that has been able to bring together over 380 community partners to address HIV/AIDS issues as they impact Latinos. NLAAD has been replicated across the US and has continued to expand since its inception in 2003. This year we hope to contribute to the New York State National Latino AIDS Agenda by making LHTM 2009 a hugely successful vehicle that promotes HIV testing in Latino communities throughout the state and that it could serve as a model for other states.  
Latino HIV Testing Month (LHTM) is a NYS initiative that was implemented in 2005 by the Hispanic Federation, Latino Commission on AIDS and the New York State Department of Health AIDS Institute. It is a campaign that seeks to respond to this grave challenge by uniting Latino leaders and community-based organizations in New York State to act and fight against HIV through increased HIV testing. LHTM promotes HIV testing and sponsors diverse prevention activities that target and reach Latino families in their specific communities. 
Concept: The National HIV Testing Day initiative, created by the National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA) 15 years ago, occurs every year on June 27th. LHTM organizers utilize this day as springboard to encourage agencies that serve Latinos to continue HIV testing, as well as STI screening through the whole month of July. HIV and non-HIV related agencies collaborate with each other to host HIV testing events throughout the different Latino communities in NYC’s five boroughs, Long Island, Westchester, Amsterdam, Buffalo, Syracuse and other parts of the state. The collaboration could happen between HIV related organizations and civic centers, churches, merchants… there is no limit. 

Objectives: The ultimate goals of LHTM are to: (1) increase and normalize HIV testing in all Latino communities throughout the state of New York  but with a focus on Latinas, LGBT, youth, immigrants and those perceived to be at risk; (2) de-stigmatize AIDS and HIV testing in Latino communities across the state; (3) draw attention to HIV/AIDS among Latinos as a statewide issue, not just a series of local problems; (4) advocate for LHTM  to become a nationwide phenomenon, in order to reach Latino communities across the country; (5) and most importantly, provide proper referrals to health care and mental health care, case management and other services to those testing positive.
Agency Participation and Activities Held: The LHTM initiative encourages the collaboration of different types of agencies and settings so HIV testing is a part of many other activities offered during the LHTM event(s) and not the only activity provided. Health fairs offering STI, hypertension and diabetes screenings; cultural events, skits/plays, community-wide forums and church meetings are settings where the community gathers and where HIV testing could be provided. HIV and non-HIV Community Heath Care providers, religious institutions, social groups, merchants, fraternities, community leaders and even consulates have played a critical role in forming partnerships. Together, they have sponsored, organized and carried out activities that emphasize early HIV testing among Latinos and highlight the importance of proper health care and mental health care referrals. 
LHTM Steering Committee: A steering committee convened by the Hispanic Federation, Latino Commission on AIDS and the New York State Department of Health AIDS Institute, serve as the primary organizers of LHTM. The Committee members encourage the collaboration among HIV and non-HIV related agencies to organize HIV testing and educational activities in their respective communities. 
“End AIDS – It’s in Your Hands”

Visit our website at: www.latinohivtesting.org

� Kaiser Family Foundation. HIV/AIDS Policy Fact Sheet: Latinos and HIV/AIDS. October 2008. 





