Hispanic Federation

Latino  HIV Testing Month 2009
Proposal


Agency


Voces Latinas aims to reduce the rate of HIV transmission among immigrant Latinas by empowering, educating and providing leadership and advocacy training to enable them to make healthier decisions for themselves and their families.  Through collaborative relationships, we connect immigrant Latinas with culturally and linguistically sensitive resources and services to address their immediate needs, which allows them to identify with their risks for HIV/AIDS.
Activity

Voces Latinas provides education on high risk behavior and HIV/AIDS to immigrant Latinas in Queens. The workshops are held weekly and are open to the community.  Out of these workshops, we recruit immigrant Latinas and train them to become better informed about how their behaviors and life situations place them at high risk for HIV/AIDS. Latinas develop into leaders, advocates and mentors for other immigrant Latinas.  Immigrant Latinas are out in the community, connecting other immigrant Latinas to critical services and developing their peers into future leaders and mentors.  As a result, immigrant Latinas voice their needs and ultimately gain access to resources and services that meet their needs.
On Saturday June 27, 2009, Voces Latinas will host a community health fair on Roosevelt Avenue and 83rd street in Jackson Heights Queens.  As always, this event will serve as a kickoff to Latino HIV testing month in July.  This year Voces Latinas is partnering with the NYC  Alliance Against Sexual Assault to recognize the sexual violence in the Latino community and the connection between HIV/AIDS and sexual violence.  As a result, a “healing vine” will be developed where women and men can write their thoughts and/or experience with sexual assault and domestic violence.  This will be done on bright card stock in the shape of leaves and will be threaded all around the trees in the park around the health fair.  In addition, the NYC Alliance Against Sexual Assault is providing Spanish speaking counselors who will be in the park in the event someone wants to talk about their experience with sexual violence.   
The health fair will take place on a Saturday in order to attract families and will include entertainment, health screenings, resources, and activities for the entire family.  Three HIV testing vans will be provided along with other health screening vans, mental health screening, and community resource tables.  Voces Latinas will collaborate with Hispanic AIDS Forum, AIDS Center of Queens County, Fortune Society  for HIV testing.  
Goals

The goal is to get families to test for HIV, in particular Latino families.  We want to minimize their fear about getting tested so that they know their status.  We also want families to learn about risk factors, including sexual violence and domestic violence,  and how they can protect themselves.  In addition, we want families to receive health screenings such as cholesterol, diabetes, glucose, etc., and information on resources available in their community such as medical and mental health. 


The Promotoras of Voces Latinas will be providing HIV/AIDS information as well as information on domestic violence and sexual assault.  They will have the vital role of engaging community folks to get them to test for HIV. In addition, our youth group will be out conducting a needs assessment on immigrant Latino youth.   The goal of this project is to update the 2008 assessment results in order to stay connected and truly understand the immediate needs of our youth in Queens.  
Outcomes of Activities

Outcomes of the activity will be to:

1) test  100 individuals for HIV

2) distribute 500 condom packets (includes male and female condoms)
3) screen 50 blood pressure
4) provide HIV prevention information 

5) complete 50 immigrant youth questionnaires 

Budget

Refreshments



$200.00

Table rental



$300.00

Giveaways



$300.00
Decorations



$100.00

Advertisement



$350.00

Sound permit



$45.00

Generator rental


$70.00

microphone



$40.00




TOTAL




$1,405.00
