Key Facts:
Preface: The CDC is making changes in how it counts the Dependent Areas to produce more detailed race/ethnicity information on Hispanics living with HIV/AIDS in Puerto Rico. This is a step in the right direction.  The CDC’s HIV Incidence and Case Surveillance Branch is continuing its work to count Hispanics in other parts of the Surveillance Report.  

Hispanics/Latinos in the United States – Hispanics are the largest minority group in the nation. In 2006 Hispanics accounted for 44.3 million or 14.8% of the U.S. population. As the largest minority group in the U.S., Hispanics are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. In 2006, Hispanics comprised 15% of the U.S. population or 44.3 million people,
 yet represented 18% of the HIV/AIDS cases that same year, among 33 states with a name-based reporting, excluding Puerto Rico.

Hispanic/Latino Women and HIV/AIDS – In 2006, Latinas represented 13% of the U.S. female population aged 13 and over, and accounted for 16% of estimated AIDS cases in that same year.
, 
 In 2006, Latinas represented a much greater share (22%) of AIDS diagnoses among all Latinos and Latinas living in the U.S. compared with white women’s (15%) share of AIDS cases diagnosed among all non-Hispanic white males and females.
 In that same year, the AIDS case rate per 100,000 Latinas (9.5) was 5 times higher than the case rate for white non-Hispanic women (1.9) in the U.S.
 

Hispanic/Latino Men who have sex with men (MSM) – MSM are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS—although MSM made up only about 5% to 7% of men in the U.S., they accounted for more than two thirds (68%) of all men living with HIV in 2005. Approximately 62% (218,676) of males living with HIV/AIDS in the U.S. identified male-to-male sexual contact as the primary mode of transmission in 2006.
 

Hispanics/Latinos, HIV/AIDS and drug use – Injection drug use (IDU) has directly and indirectly accounted for more than one-third (36%) of AIDS cases in the U.S.
 At the end of 2006, an estimated 353,825 male adults and adolescents were living with HIV/AIDS, 17% had been exposed through injection drug use and 7% had been exposed through both male-to-male sexual contact together with intravenous drug use.
. The burden of IDU-associated HIV/AIDS is even greater for Latinas. Approximately 5,528 female adult or adolescent Latinas living with HIV/AIDS accounted for IDU-associated HIV/AIDS cases, representing 28% of Hispanic females living with HIV/AIDS at the end of 2006.

Hispanic/Latino youth and HIV/AIDS – In the U.S., the risk of contracting HIV and other sexually transmitted infections among youth and children is disproportionately higher among minority races/ethnicities. Hispanic/Latino adolescents in the U.S. face unique obstacles that help account for their disproportionately high rate of HIV infection. Hispanic/Latino teens aged 13-19 accounted for 19% of AIDS cases among U.S. teens in 2006 although they represented 17% of the U.S. teen population that same year.
 This reality is especially alarming because in 2005, the proportion of Hispanic/Latino teens living with AIDS was 17%.
 The margin is even greater for young adult Hispanics/Latinos aged 20-24. In 2006, Hispanic/Latino young adults ages 20-24 in the U.S. represented only 18% of the U.S. population, but accounted for 23% of AIDS cases.
 
Latino youth aged 13-24 are at risk of contracting HIV for various behavioral and social factors, including inconsistent condom use, multiple sex partners, intravenous drug use, and the consumption of alcohol and other substances that impair judgment.
 Although the HIV infection rates have declined for youth since the beginning of the epidemic, the rate of decline among Hispanics/Latinos has been slower than among non-Latino whites.
 

Key Resources/links: 

http://www.nlaad.org 

http://www.latinoaids.org
http://www.hispanicfederation.org
http://www.nastad.org/
http://www.napwa.org/
http://www.nmac.org
http://www.cdcnpin.org/
http://www.hivinsite.ucsf.edu
http://www.housingworks.org
http://www.effectiveinterventions.org
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/default.htm
http://aidsinfo.nih.gov/
http://aidsinfo.nih.gov/infoSIDA/
http://www.acria.org
www.aegis.com/
http://www.aactg.org/
http://www.thebody.com/hotlines/state.html
http://www.aidsmeds.com/
http://www.unaids.org
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/daids 
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