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HIV Testing Month




2010 Latino HIV Testing Month

In preparation for this year’s NYS Latino HIV Testing Month, the LHTM Steering Committee has been working with the National Association of People with AIDS (NAPWA) in bringing to New York a 2-day training titled: SABER Mobilized to Succeed! A Community Mobilization Model for Latino and Hispanic Communities to Increase HIV Voluntary Counseling and Testing This training was developed by NAPWA in consultation with many other Latino community members throughout the United States, New York State being one of the most active members involved in the creation of this community mobilization model. The SABER model, to be an effective community mobilization model, requires of a core leadership composed of a community based organization, a health department and a PLWH/A. SABER is a national multi-site community mobilization effort that focuses on the creation of new community coalitions, as well as existing ones to reduce the incidence and prevalence of HIV infection in Latino and Hispanic communities. SABER is a Spanish acronym for a program that aims to promote knowledge of one’s HIV status in Latino/Hispanic communities. SABER stands for: Salud (health), Acción (action), Bienestar (well-being), Educación (education) and Respeto (respect). 

During the last four months, NAPWA has held four trainings in New York State. The first one took place during the Reunion Latina Training Institute, on March 11th and 12th, in Albany. The second one took place in May 5th and 6th at the Lesbian Gay and Transgender Center in New York City. On June 17th, modified 1-day training was provided for agencies in NYC at the Hispanic Federation, and the last one on June 18th at the American Red Cross in Buffalo, NY.

With all of the above, we are hoping to encourage all leaders in our Latino communities thorough the state, that are receiving training on community mobilization, to get involve in this important initiative. Please help us coordinate HIV testing and education activities in your neighborhood. Let’s reduce the incidence of HIV/AIDS in the Latino communities. The early we take the  HIV test, the better are our chances of getting treated early in the disease and not too late when there is not much left to do. This is our responsibility.
In closing, we would like to inform you that NAPWA has entered into partnership with CBS Radio. NAPWA’s partnership with CBS Radio enables us to provide the NYS Latino HIV Testing Month (LHTM) with an additional marketing tool to promote HIV testing in targeted Latino/Hispanic communities within NYS. 

To ensure that this is an effective marketing tool, CBS will be conducting  a pilot test utilizing one of the NYS LTHM events that will be held in upstate New York during the month of July 2010. In order for this pilot test to be successful, CBS Radio will need to link their message back to the latinohivtesting.org website where individuals can obtain further HIV testing information such as locations, events, etc. 

We would like to encourage all of you to post your events and to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to make NY Latino HIV Testing Month more visible and successful. 

